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Together we can prevent child sexual abuse

‘Sarah’s Law’ and public education
go hand-in-hand thanks to
Stop it Now! UK and Ireland

The campaign is joining forces
with police services across the
three nations as they go live with
Child Sex Offender Disclosure
Scheme – ‘Keeping Children
Safe’ or what is often referred to
in the media as ‘Sarah’s Law’.
Under the scheme anyone can

ask the police to check whether
people who have contact with
children pose a risk. If the
individual has convictions for
sexual offences against children
or poses a risk of causing harm
then the police can disclose this
information to the parent, carer,
guardian or whoever is best
placed to protect the child.
Donald Findlater, Director of

Stop it Now! UK and Ireland said:
“It’s vital that as many tools as
possible are available to parents
and carers to help them protect
their children from sexual abuse
and ‘Keeping Children Safe’ is
one such tool.
“But we also need parents and

carers to understand the potential
risks, recognise possible signs of
abuse in children, be aware of
inappropriate behaviour in adults,
know preventative measures to
take and know where to go for
help and advice. And that’s where
Stop it Now! comes in.”
Stop it Now! and the Lucy

Faithfull Foundation have
developed an information and
advice website for parents and
carers
(www.parentsprotect.co.uk) and
campaign staff are assisting
police services in their public
education efforts.
SSttoopp  iitt  NNooww!!  EEnnggllaanndd  
Stop! staff are working with

police to deliver Parents Protect!
awareness raising seminars

The quarterly Stop it Now! UK and Ireland activity update 

SSttoopp  iitt  NNooww!!  UUKK  aanndd  IIrreellaanndd  iiss
ttaakkiinngg  aa  mmaajjoorr  rroollee  iinn  aassssiissttiinngg
ppoolliiccee  iinn  EEnnggllaanndd,,  WWaalleess  aanndd
SSccoottllaanndd  ttoo  hheellpp  tthheeiirr
ccoommmmuunniittiieess  bbeetttteerr  pprrootteecctt  tthheeiirr
cchhiillddrreenn  ffrroomm  sseexxuuaall  aabbuussee..  

www.parentsprotect.co.uk includes a 30-minute
learning programme which details the key issues

parents need to know about to prevent sexual
abuse

See page two for Parents Protect! top tips

directly to parents and carers.
The seminars provide factual
information, such as who
abuses children, how and why,
and help people to recognise
the signs to look out for.
SSttoopp  iitt  NNooww!!  SSccoottllaanndd  
In partnership with the

Association of Chief Police
Officers in Scotland, Stop it
Now! Scotland will train
Community Police Officers so
they can deliver Parents
Protect! seminars and it’s
hoped this will be extended to
include further agencies.
Martin Henry, Scotland
National Manager said: “We
warmly welcome the roll-out of
‘Keeping Children Safe’, the
National Community
Disclosure Scheme. This is an
important contribution to the
protection of children across
Scotland. We work in close
partnership with agencies and
government to educate and
inform individuals, families and
communities about sexual
abuse and sexual offending
and we look forward to working
closely with the police to assist
in making the Scheme a
success.”
In addition, a police-led

national advertising campaign
to tell all adults about the
‘Keeping Children Safe
Scheme’ will also look to
promote Stop! Scotland, the
Stop! confidential Helpline and
the Parents Protect! website.
Television adverts will run
across the country reaching
around 1.2 million people.  
SSttoopp  iitt  NNooww!!  WWaalleess  
Stop! staff have assisted

North Wales police in
delivering their first Parents
Protect! events to parents and
carers. In addition, 13 Police
School Community Officers
from Dyfed Powys Police have
been trained so they can
deliver seminars at the 420
schools in their patch.

Editor’s Note
HHaappppyy  EEaasstteerr!!  IItt’’ss  hhaarrdd  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  iitt  hhaass  ccoommee
aarroouunndd  ssoo  qquuiicckkllyy  bbuutt  tthheenn,,  aass  tthhiiss  eeddiittiioonn  ooff  SSttoopp!!
PPrreessss  ddeemmoonnssttrraatteess,,  wwee  hhaavvee  hhaadd  aa  vveerryy  bbuussyy
ffiirrsstt  qquuaarrtteerr!!  
FFuunnddiinngg  
Since I last wrote, the campaigns in England

and Wales have received some excellent news;
I’m delighted to report that both received support
and recognition from their respective
governments. Wales has received one year
funding and England two. Both have particular
(and ambitious) deliverables and targets and each
will be extremely busy! We hope this
acknowledgement indicates just how well the
Stop! agenda fits with the Coalition’s idea of ‘Big
Society’ – Stop! helps ordinary men and women
do their best to protect children from sexual
abuse. 
IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  lliinnkkss  
Recently, our work has attracted international

attention and we have hosted visits from Polish,
Finnish and Dutch professionals – all of whom
want to know more about what we do and how
they might be able to implement the prevention
agenda in their own countries. We were also
fortunate enough to recently meet face-to-face
with a colleague from Stop it Now! US. It was a
rare opportunity to discuss how the campaigns
are operating in each country and explore
strengthening our links. While the campaigns
differ in activity delivery, there is much we can
learn from each other, particularly when it comes
to the online world where there are really no
geographical barriers. 
TThhee  pprreevveennttiioonn  aaggeennddaa  
This international interest is encouraging – but,

sadly, not uniform! I recently spent some time in
Australia (Victoria) and met up with a number of
child protection professionals. It saddened me to
learn that primary prevention didn’t register on
their agenda and they couldn’t see how it might!
In contrast, you’ll gather from our lead article
(opposite), we are delighted to be working with
police across the UK on prevention and both the
police and the Home Office are keen to see
Parents Protect! work continue. If you have not
had a chance to check out the website, you can
do so at www.parentsprotect.co.uk. 
Finally, our Wales Campaign Manager,

Rebecca Wasinski, is about to embark on PhD
studies into the role of children and young people
in prevention after securing a scholarship with the
University of Huddersfield and Stop it Now! US.
We wish her all the best and will keep you
updated on her progress!  

BBeesstt  wwiisshheess,,    
DDoonnaalldd  FFiinnddllaatteerr
DDiirreeccttoorr,,  SSttoopp  iitt  NNooww!!  UUKK  aanndd  IIrreellaanndd  

working to protect children

www.parentsprotect.co.uk
www.parentsprotect.co.uk
www.parentsprotect.co.uk


0808 1000 900 | help@stopitnow.org.uk | www.stopitnow.org.uk Stop Press! | Issue 15 2

Parents Protect! Top Tips

HHaavviinngg  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  ddeelliivveerreedd  iittss  ppuubblliicc  eedduuccaattiioonn  ccaammppaaiiggnn
ffoorr  tthhee  llaasstt  tthhrreeee  yyeeaarrss,,  SSttoopp!!  EEnnggllaanndd  hhaass  nnooww  bbeeeenn
aawwaarrddeedd  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ffoorr  EEdduuccaattiioonn  ffuunnddiinngg  ffoorr  aa  ffuurrtthheerr  ttwwoo
yyeeaarrss,,  aalllloowwiinngg  iitt  ttoo  ddeelliivveerr  eevveenn  mmoorree  ttrraaiinniinngg  ttoo  ffrroonnttlliinnee
pprraaccttiittiioonneerrss  aanndd  mmoorree  wwoorrkksshhooppss  ffoorr  ppaarreennttss  aanndd  ccaarreerrss
((iinncclluuddiinngg  ffoosstteerr  ppaarreennttss))..  WWoorrkk  wwiillll  iinncclluuddee  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall
ddeelliivveerryy  ooff::  
• bespoke/sector-specific training for key professional
groups (e.g. GPs, Health Visitors)
• briefing sessions on the work of Stop it Now! for local
practitioner teams and organisations working with families
• full day training events for multi-agency audiences from
across the children’s workforce
• free ‘trainer training’ for frontline practitioners who would
like to deliver Stop! workshops to the parents they work with
• free “Parents Protect!” workshops to groups of parents at
Children’s Centres or schools (until such time as local
practitioners are able to take on this role themselves)
If you would like to know how Stop! England can support

your frontline colleagues through its training delivery, or
contribute to your parenting programmes, contact the Stop!
office on 01527 598184 or email lmaslen@stopitnow.org.uk. 

“Green light” for Stop! England
to improve frontline practice /
help adults protect children

Three.....is a busy number!
IItt’’ss  bbeeeenn  aa  bbuussyy  qquuaarrtteerr  ((wwhheenn  iiss  iitt  eevveerr  nnoott  aa  bbuussyy
qquuaarrtteerr??))  ffoorr  tthhee  SSttoopp!!  EEnnggllaanndd  tteeaamm  aass  tthheeyy  ddeelliivveerreedd
tthhrreeee  ttrraaiinniinngg  ddaayyss  ffoorr  ffrroonnttlliinnee  pprraaccttiittiioonneerrss..  
January saw them visit the High Wycombe area for

an event organised in collaboration with the Thames
Valley Partnership; February took them on to Leeds,
where a tailored training event was presented in
partnership with Leeds LSCB & Early Years team -
specifically for practitioners working within Children’s
Centres; and this month training has been delivered in
Manchester, in partnership with Greater Manchester
Police. A total of 258 workers attended.  
Aimed at multi-agency audiences, these training

days provide practitioners with input and information on
a range of topics relevant to their working practice,
including workshops on internet offenders, working
with female abusers and working with young people
with harmful sexual behaviours. Practitioners also had
an opportunity to find out more about Stop it Now! and
how they can incorporate preventative initiatives into
their day-to-day practice.
DDooeess  yyoouurr  rreeggiioonn  nneeeedd  aa  SSttoopp!!  ttrraaiinniinngg  ddaayy??  WWoouulldd

yyoouu  lliikkee  ttoo  ppaarrttnneerr  wwiitthh  uuss  ttoo  oorrggaanniissee  oonnee  ffoorr  llooccaall
ffrroonnttlliinnee  wwoorrkkeerrss??  IIff  ““yyeess””,,  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  SSttoopp!!  ooffffiiccee  oonn
0011552277  559988118844  oorr  eemmaaiill  llmmaasslleenn@@ssttooppiittnnooww..oorrgg..uukk..  

 lmaslen@stopitnow.org.uk
 lmaslen@stopitnow.org.uk
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Safer Internet Day 2011 
SSttoopp  iitt  NNooww!!  UUKK  aanndd  IIrreellaanndd  aanndd  tthhee  LLuuccyy
FFaaiitthhffuullll  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  EEuurrooppeeaann  SSaaffeerr
IInntteerrnneett  DDaayy  22001111  ((TTuueessddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  88tthh))  bbyy
ddeelliivveerriinngg  iinntteerrnneett  ssaaffeettyy  sseemmiinnaarrss  ttoo  222255  SSuurrrreeyy
sscchhooooll  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttss  aanndd  llaauunncchhiinngg
aa  nneeww  ‘‘IInntteerrnneett  SSaaffeettyy’’  sseeccttiioonn  oonn
wwwwww..ppaarreennttsspprrootteecctt..ccoo..uukk..
Director of Stop it Now! Donald Findlater said:

“With 79% of young people using the internet
privately, without their parents’ supervision, it is
vital they receive information about how to keep
themselves safe. But, parents also need to
understand what the risks are, what they can do
to minimise them and how to talk to their
children about how to stay safe online, just as
they talk to them about their offline activities.”
New pages covering grooming, social

networking, sexting, cyberbulling, gaming and
searching - which include statistics, top tips and
video material - are now available on the
website at:
http://www.parentsprotect.co.uk/internet_safety.
htm

Did you know?

Tackling ‘Sexting’ in Scotland 
SSttoopp  iitt  NNooww!!  SSccoottllaanndd  iiss  wwoorrkkiinngg  oonn  aa  nneeww  pprroojjeecctt  ttoo  hheellpp
aaddddrreessss  tthhee  ggrroowwiinngg  pprroobblleemm  ooff  ‘‘sseexxttiinngg’’..  
‘Sexting’ generally refers to the sending of sexually

explicit images via text, email, MSN or through social
networking sites e.g. a picture of a boy or young man
exposing himself or a young woman in a state of undress.
These pictures are, in effect, indecent images and can
result in criminal prosecution. Surveys tell us that around
a third of teenagers are involved in ‘sexting’. There are
many reasons why young people would want to take
these sorts of pictures and send them to someone else. It
could be that two young people who are in a relationship
want to prove their love or commitment to each other; it
could be that someone is looking to start a relationship
with someone else or it could be that they simply want to
show off.

Huge thanks to Dorking Quakers for making us their 2011 charity!!!  

• 38% of 13-18 year olds have received a sexually explicit
message. 
• 39% admit sharing intimate images.
• 40% do not see anything wrong with sending topless im-
ages.
• 56% are not aware of instances where images and videos
were distributed further than the intended recipient.
• 70% knew the sender; the majority were peers or current
girlfriends or boyfriends. A small minority were from known
adults.*

*Survey conducted by ‘South West Grid for Learning’ (SWGfL) & Univer-
sity of Plymouth over 500 13 – 18 year olds.

Stop it Now! Scotland is working with Lothian and
Borders Police, The Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement
Agency and Barnardo’s Scotland to develop an early
response approach to young people reported to the police
for this type of behaviour. It is hoped that the project, which
aims to take an educational focus, will also have the
capacity to act as a diversion from prosecution, where
appropriate. Initial steps are being taken to develop an
approach which builds on existing systems of police
warnings and the functions of Juvenile Liaison Officers. A
pilot programme will be developed with Lothian and
Borders Police which, following evaluation, is hoped to be
rolled out across the whole of Scotland.  

www.parentsprotect.co.uk
www.parentsprotect.co.uk
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Search for ‘Stop it Now! UK and
Ireland’ or click on the icon. Tell
your friends and help spread the
word among your online networks. 

SSttoopp!!  LLoonnddoonn
During the cold, snowy days of January, Stop!

London went in search of new Sessional Trainers who
would help with the delivery of Stop! parent workshops
across the Capital’s 33 boroughs. 
Three new trainers have so far been recruited –

Winnie Lacey, Latoya Payne, and Katie Dare – who will
work alongside London Development Officer, Chris
Pummell. Their challenge is not an insignificant one;
with 500 Children’s Centres across the city, there are
plenty of workshops to undertake! Stop! extends a
warm welcome to all three and trust they will find their
time working with the campaign an interesting and
rewarding experience.
If you’d like Stop! to deliver a workshop for parents at

your Children’s Centre or school – whether in London
or elsewhere – contact Central Administrator, Anna
Lord, who will be able to put you in touch with Stop!
staff in your area. Tel. 01527 598184.
If you’re interested in becoming a Stop! Trainer

yourself – delivering workshops to parents in your area
– contact the Stop! England Manager, Liz Maslen on
01527 406915 / 07540 690314 or email,
lmaslen@stopitnow.org.uk.
SSttoopp!!  SSccoottllaanndd  
Carol Robinson has joined Stop! Scotland as Project

Officer for the Prisoner Information Project. 
Carol was previously a police officer with Lothian and

Borders Police and has extensive experience in child
protection and project management. Carol is also
assisting with the educational programmes for internet
offenders and their families (Inform and Inform +) which
begin this month (see issue 14). Carol can be reached
on carolrobinson@stopitnow.org.uk. 
SSttoopp!!  BBllaacckk  CCoouunnttrryy  aanndd  BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm
Catherine Evans has joined the Black Country and

Birmingham team as a Secretarial Assistant. 
Since her appointment she has been busy organising

a safeguarding children conference and reorganising
and clearing the office of excess paperwork. Catherine
can be reached on catherine.evans@barnardos.org.uk. 

Stop! London, Scotland and
Black Country and Birmingham
welcome new staff 

Find us on Facebook!

1100aamm,,  SSaattuurrddaayy  2266tthh  MMaarrcchh,,
mmaarrkkeedd  tthhee  ssttaarrtt  ooff  aa  ggrruueelllliinngg
3300  mmiillee  ccyyccllee  ffoorr  aa  ggrroouupp  ooff
yyoouunnggsstteerrss  ffrroomm  CCllaaccttoonn--oonn--
SSeeaa..
Event organiser, Gemma

Gardiner – herself only 16 –
had heard of Stop it Now!,
and wanted to do something
to raise local awareness of
the campaign. So, she
encouraged friends from
school, and her family, to
support her in a sponsored
cycle. 
The team of 8 youngsters,

were accompanied by Wayne,
their “responsible adult”, and
Gemma’s Dad followed
behind to deal with roadside
repairs. The cycle took them
from Clacton-on-Sea around
the coast to Ipswich – which

doesn’t look that far on the
map, but cycling against a
strong and chilly wind, it
certainly felt like a long haul!
Every one of them

completed the journey, and
had rosy cheeks to prove
it....as well as very tired legs!
But it was a real inspiration
for those who were spectators
(including England Campaign
Manager Liz Maslen), and a
shining example of citizenship
from the youngsters involved.
The money raised will be
used to support Stop it Now!
activities in the local area.
Stop! England extends thanks
to everyone involved -  and
particularly Gemma, for her
tenacity and commitment in
getting the event “on the
road”! 

Youngsters cycle for Stop it Now! 

Visit www.stopitnow.org.uk to sign up!

23 Team Members, friends and colleagues of Stop
it Now! Black Country and Birmingham are currently in
training and will be aiming to walk Snowdon on June
4th, 2011 in aid of the project. 
If you would like to sponsor any of the team, please

do not hesitate to contact Catherine Evans on 01384
561775 or catherine.evans@barnardos.org.uk.

Fundraising in the Midlands

Gemma, Amber, Katharine, Iona, Rosie, Ambika, Tom, John, & Wayne

catherine.evans@barnardos.org.uk
www.stopitnow.org.uk
catherine.evans@barnardos.org.uk
carolrobinson@stopitnow.org.uk
 lmaslen@stopitnow.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Stop-it-Now-UK-and-Ireland/101602743218479?ref=sgm

